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The Butter Battle Book, Dr. Seuss's classic cautionary tale, introduces readers to the important

lesson of respecting differences. The Yooks and Zooks share a love of buttered bread, but

animosity brews between the two groups because they prefer to enjoy the tasty treat differently. The

timeless and topical rhyming text is an ideal way to teach young children about the issues of

tolerance and respect. Whether in the home or in the classroom, The Butter Battle Book is a

must-have for readers of all ages.
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This book is the best satire of an arms race that I have ever seen.It's effectiveness is enhanced

because it all starts out at a very silly level of a border guard using his Snick-Berry switch. Then

things go wrong because "a very rude Zook by the name of VanItch snuck up and slingshotted my

Snick-Berry switch!" The border guard for the Yooks tells his superior. The scientists get to work,

and soon an improved weapon (a Triple-Sling Jigger) is available. The Zooks counter again, and so

on it goes. The names, characteristics, and illustrations of the weapons are hilarious. Then, just

when you are enjoying the folly, the scientists come up with the BITSY BIG-BOY BOOMEROO,



which fits in the palm of a hand. Everyone has to get into a shelter underground because it is so

dangerous. "'Grandpa!' I shouted. 'Be careful Oh, gee! Who's going to drop it? Will you . . . ? Or will

he . . . ? . . . We'll see. We will see . . . .'" To go from that silliness to that horror in such a short

number of pages is an amazingly effective job of story telling.The book also explores how such

conflicts are caused by lack of communication. There's a wall between the Yooks and the Zooks.

Over the years, it gets higher and higher. So they can see a little about each other, but not talk.

From what they see, they are astonished that one side eats their bread and butter with the

butter-side up, while the other eats with the butter-side down. I thought that was a pretty interesting

way to capture the kind of small differences that often lead to border wars. Consider the former

Yugoslavian states.The primary drawback of such a story for children is that it is a chilling tale.
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